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1 . D This communication is responsive to . 

2. [3 The allowed claim(s) is/are 1 and 3 . 

3. 13 The drawings filed on 26 January 2004 are accepted by the Examiner. 

4. 13 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a) 12 All b) □ Some* c) □ None of the: 

1. S Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (POT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies hot received: . 

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements 
noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application. 
THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE. 

5. □ A SUBSTITUTE OATH OR DECLARATION must be submitted. Note the attached EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT or NOTICE OF 
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6. □ CORRECTED DRAWINGS ( as "replacement sheets") must be submitted. 

(a) n including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review { PTO-948) attached 

1) □ hereto or 2) □ to Paper No./Mail Date . 

(b) □ including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of 

Paper No./Mail Date . 

Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1.84(c)) should be written on the drawings In the front (not the back) of 
each sheet. Replacement 8heet(8) should be labeled as such In the header according to 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Election/Restrictions 

1 . Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U;S.C. 1 21 : 

I. Claims 1 and 3, drawn to a method for image fomnation, classified in class 
156, subclass 235. 

II. Claims 4 and 5, drawn to an intermediate transfer recording medium, 
classified in class 428, subclass 29. 

The inventions are distinct, each from the other because of the following reasons: 

2. Inventions II and I are related as product and process of use. The inventions can 
be shown to be distinct if either or both of the following can be shown: (1 ) the process 
for using the product as claimed can be practiced with another materially different 
product or (2) the product as claimed can be used in a materially different process of 
using that product (MPEP § 806.05(h)). In the instant case the product as claimed can 
be used in a materially different process of using that product such as a protective 
covering for documents. 

3. Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given above and have 
acquired a separate status in the art as shown by their different classification, the 
search required for Group I is not required for Group II, and have acquired a separate 
status in the art because of their recognized divergent subject matter, restriction for 
examination purposes as indicated is proper. 

4. During a telephone conversation with Jacob Doughty on May 4, 2005 a 
provisional election was made with traverse to prosecute the invention of group I, claims 
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1 and 3. Affirmation of this election must be made by applicant in replying to this Office 
action. Claims 4 and 5 are withdrawn from further consideration by the examiner, 37 
CFR 1 .142(b), as being drawn to a non-elected invention. 

5. Applicant is reminded that upon the cancellation of claims to a non-elected 
invention, the inventorship must be amended in compliance with 37 CFR 1.48(b) if one 
or more of the currently named inventors is no longer an inventor of at least one claim 
rennaining in the application. Any amendment of inventorship must be accompanied by 
a request under 37 CFR 1 .48(b) and by the fee required under 37 CFR 1 .1 7(i). 

EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

6. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Jacob Doughty on June 13, 2005. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

1 . A method for image formation, comprising th e st e ps of : 

providing an intermediate transfer receding medium comprising a 
substrate film and a transfer portion provided separably on the substrate fil m, the 
transfer portion comprisInQ a receptive laver and a holooram laver and beino divisible 
into a Plurality of first and second image plane portions alternation across the transfer 
portion, each first image plane portion including a hologram imace : 
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forming ao print image on th e i ntorm e d i ato transf e r r e cord i ng med i um in at 
least one of tlie first image plane i ts transf e r portions, whoroin, i n th e int e rmod i ato 
transfer recording medium, a ho l ogram i nnag e is sot e v e ry at le ast second imago p i ano 
and an imago i s form e d on the transfer portion w i th th e ho l ogram i mago form e d th e r e on 
so that the at least one of the first image plane portions includes the print imaoe and at 
least one of the holooram imaoes : 

transferring the transf e r at least one first imaoe plane portion onto an 
object; and , th e r e aft e r, aga i n subsequently transferring at least one of the second image 
Plane portions th e int e rmediato transf e r rocord i na mod i um in i ts n e xt trannfnr pnrtinn 
onc e or more onto the at least one first imaoe plane portion th e obj e ct with th e i mago 
form e d thereon . 

3. A method for image formation, comprising th e steps of : 

providing an intermediate transfer recording medium w i th a ho l ogram, 
wh e rein a transf e r port i on comprising a transfer portion, the transfer portion comprising 
a receptive layer and a hologram laver and being divisible into a pluralitv of first and 
second image plane portions is providod wh i ch has at le ast two d i fforont ho l ogram 
i mages alt e rnate l y provid e d i n th e imag e piano port i ons as count e d on the assumpt i on 
that one i nvage i s sot i n on e i mago piano alternating across the transfer portion, each 
first image plane portion including a first hologram image and each second image plane 
portion including a second hologram imaoe : 

forming af t print image on th e transfer portion at least one first imaoe 
plane portion i n i ts r e g i on hav i ng ono typo of ho l ogram imag e: 
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transferring th e transfer the at least one first image plane portion with the 
formed print image onto an object; and 

. theroaftor, aga i n subseouentlv transferring the at least one of the second 
image plane portions int e mn e d i at e transfer rGcord i na m e dium, w i th a ho l ogram, it i ts 
next transf e r port i on onc e or moro. onto the obj e ct first image plane portion w i th the 
i mag e form e d th e r e on . 

Claims 4' and 5 have been cancelled. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

7. Claims 1 and 3 are allowed. 

8. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: The claims 
recite a method of forming an image. The method includes providing an intermediate 
transfer recording medium comprising a substrate film and a transfer portion provided 
separably on the substrate film, transfer portion comprising a receptive layer and a 
hologram layer and being divisible into a plurality of first and second image plane 
portions alternating across the transfer portion with each first image plane portion 
including a hologram image (claim 1 ), and each of the second image plane portion 
including a second hologram image (claim 2), forming a print image on the first image 
plane portion such that the first image plane portion includes the print image and a 
hologram image, transfem'ng the first image plane portion onto an object, and 
subsequently transferring at least one of the second image plane portions onto the first 
image portion (claims 1 and 2). Onishi et al (U.S. 6,290,798) discloses a method of 
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forming a printed product.. The method includes providing a intermediate transfer 
recording medium comprising a base film, a transfer layer separably from base film, the 
transfer layer comprising a receptor layer, release layer, and a hologram layer, forming 
a print image onto the receptor layer, applying an adhesive sheet to either the transfer 
layer or a transfer receiving layer, i.e. object, and transfer the transfer layer onto the 
object. (Col 9, lines 28-67) OnlshI et al does not disclose transfer portion being 
divisible into a plurality of first and second image plane portions alternating across the 
transfer portion with each first image plane portion including a hologram image (claim 
1), and each of the second image plane portion including a second hologram image 
(claim 2), forming a print image on the first image plane portion such that the first image 
plane portion includes the print image and a hologram image, transferring the first 
image plane portion onto an object, and subsequently transferring at least one of the 
second image plane portions onto the first image portion (claims 1 and 2). Yukio (JP 
1 1-272153) discloses a method of forming a multi-layered hologram. The method 
includes providing a plurality of hologram photosensitive material layers 1(R), 1(G), and 
1(B) on a temporary base nraterial, recording different characterisfics, transferring 
sequentially, and stacking the holograms material layers onto a final substrate. (See 
English abstract of JP 1 1-272153) Yukio does not discloses transfer portion comprising 
a receptive layer and a hologram layer and being divisible into a plurality of first and 
second Image plane portions alternating across the transfer portion with each first 
image plane portion including a hologram image (claim 1), and each of the second 
image plane portion including a second hologram Image (claim 2), forming a print image 
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on the first image plane portion such that the first image plane portion includes the print 
image and a hologram image, transferring the first image plane portion onto an object, 
and subsequently transferring at least one of the second image plane portions onto the 
first image portion (claims 1 and 2). A search of the prior art of record did not disclose 
reference or references with the recited features. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be cleariy labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or eariier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sing P. Chan whose telephone number Is 571-272- 
1225. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 7:30AM-1 1 :00AM and 
12:00PM-4:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Christopher A. Fiorilla can be reached on 571-272-1 187. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned Is 703- 
872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more Infonnation about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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